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Congratulations to our well-deserving prize winners in 2023. It was another challenging year, and |
congratulate all students and staff who showed grit and resilience throughout.

| was speaking with one of my mentors in Catholic education recently, about how the 2018 census showed
that for the first time more New Zealanders identify with no religion than those who do. Other studies
show that there is an increase in those who believe in a higher power or spirituality but do not associate
with a church: the “spiritual but not religious”. Despite this, Catholic education is ever popular. When | ask
parents why they wish to enroll into JPIl they talk about a better small school experience, friends go here or
family history with the school, the strong achievement, feelings of welcome, and the values we offer. All of
these are good reasons for wanting to be part of our school, but what | hear less often is people wanting
to come for our specifically Catholic faith. The culture, values, and education we enjoy is built on the
bedrock of our Catholic faith and the Champagnat Marist and Mercy traditions. It is this faith that informs
our approach to all facets of our mission at JPIl. Our school’s namesake, Pope John Paul Il articulated it
best when he said, "Catholic education is above all a question of communicating Christ, of helping to
form Christ in the lives of others."

Our mission is to give every student the opportunity for educational success, for them to achieve in their
chosen pathway; for social, cultural, and sporting success. It is to invite our students, staff, and families
info a supportive, nurturing faith community where they are free to be authentically themselves and to
explore deeper spiritual connections in communion with others. As a society, with the rise of individualism
and secularism, the sense of cohesion within the community is declining. People seek meaning in their lives
in places other than churches. For so many young people, their community is found online through social
media, gaming, and interacting with people they barely know. All the superficial ‘be reals’ and snapchats
are no fitting substitute for genuine human and spiritual connection.

The joy we have in Catholic schools is providing opportunities for every young person to have authentic
encounters with Christ. We cannot teach faith. It is something that is caught, not taught. Many of our
students, both baptised and not, will identify as atheists or humanists or ‘spiritual but not religious’. As a
religion, Catholicism has a treasure trove of wisdom and reflection that spans centuries and cultures.
Deep insights. Practical advice. Moral guidelines. Much can be said for digging deep down into this
tradition and coming up the richer.

John Paul Il High School gives students the opportunity to develop and experience faith. Our Catholic faith
gives our beliefs structure, ritual, and community. It is not an easy sell to young people who have access to
every possible entertainment whether helpful or harmful through their phones. What we offer through the
Catholic faith is something lasting and precious beyond fleeting instant gratification.

Whether you have faith or not, John Paul Il High School with values but no faith would be just another state
school, and we would lose the very essence of who we are. Being in a Catholic school gives students a
significant advantage over their peers in state schools because our faith provides them with direction and
clarity, a place to stand, and a place they can always return to.
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CCCCCC(
Pope Francis said, “Education is always an act of hope that, from Thé\p\esem ‘Io\K x\hifufure " As
educators we acknowledge that we as a school have a profound responsibility to do our: v@*beé’f for every
child, every day. Parents, you will feel this acutely as your child’s first educators. What educa‘rloncl success.
looks like to one person or family will look, sound, and feel different to the next. As a school, we seek to
reflect the individuality that each of our young people bring to our community in the range of learning
opportunities we provide both inside and beyond the classroom. We can see this reflected in the student,
staff, parent, and community voices gathered in our strategic planning process. Our sincere thanks to
everyone who took the time to share their thoughts. You will see these adopted in our approaches moving
forward. Students have been clear about their priorities that include a future focused curriculum, greater
celebration of our multicultural student body, and consistently high-quality teaching in every subject that is
interesting, relevant and relational, and not driven by assessment. We are committed to working towards

this to ensure that JPIl delivers for every student, in every class, every day.

To my hardworking staff, thank you for your efforts this year. It has not been easy, and a hard job is made
harder with the politicization around your roles, remuneration, and employment conditions of teachers and
support staff. The reality is teachers’ salaries have fallen dramatically and schools across the country are
finding it exceptionally difficult to attract staff, particularly in the STEM (science, technology, engineering,
math) learning areas. As a country, we need to attract our best and brightest if we are to see the level of
success we expect for our students in and beyond school. Quality teachers are the key to this. Teaching is a
vocation where we have the privileged opportunity to make a real difference in young people’s lives. This
year we hosted two student teachers from the Otago University School of Education.lt would be great to
see many more, and those in the STEM areas. New Zealand needs to raise the esteem with which we hold
teachers. In speaking with principal colleagues, many received complaints about the strikes. | would like to
acknowledge the support our teachers had from our community during the industrial action.

To our graduating students, it's a big world out there. Enjoy it! While your journey with us comes to an end,
know you will always be part of our John Paul Il family. Marcellin Champagnat implores us to be ‘strong of
mind and gentle of heart. Remember that. You always have a choice in how you treat people. Be ever
mindful of what you choose to put out into the world. Life won't always be exciting or easy. There will be
challenges and troubles, there will be the boredom of routine. Mercy founder, Catherine McAuley says “we
must strive to do ordinary things extraordinarily well.” Let the words of Marcellin Champagnat and
Catherine McAuley stay with you in life’s journey.

Kia tau te Rangimarie kia koutou

Ma Te Atua koutou e manaaki e tiaki
Peace be with you. May God bless you and care for you all. | | Hilton
Nga mihi nui. i _

Renée Hutchinson
Principal
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LA
BOARD OF TRUSTEES |

The Combined Catholic Schools Board of Trustees serves both John Paul Il High School and St Patrick's %
School.

Presiding Members
Alan Berry - Presiding Member
Marjan Sprock - Deputy Presiding Member

Proprietor’s Representatives
Fr Siji Mathew, Miles Roper, Angela Sweetman, Anthony Whitcombe

Princpals
Renée Hutchinson (John Paul Il High School)
lan Johnson (St Patrick’s School)

Parent Representatives John Paul Il High School
Alan Berry, Marjan Sprock, Maria Lockington

Staff and Student Representatives John Paul Il High School
Celia Costelloe (staff rep) Ciaran Thow (student rep)

Parent Representatives St Patrick’s School
Abby Murphy, Blair Shrimpton, Kathryn Ruddle

Staff Representative
Kim Hines
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Brothers School (established 1892), John Paul II High School has a proud history of educa‘rlonal N

excellence. Our dual Marist & Mercy charisms underpin our vision and values. With a maximum roll of
220 and a current role of 170, we offer our students a range of academic, cultural, and sporting
opportunities in a nurturing and inclusive school culture. We provide a high-quality, Catholic values-
based education, and have high expectations for student achievement. Our school consistently
outperforms all other secondary schools on the West Coast, and other comparable schools around the
country.

John Paul Il High School is held in high regard in the community as the educational leader whose
students excel in an environment that nurtures their spiritual, academic, physical, and social needs. Our
aim is to offer students the opportunity to reach their educational potential and enjoy personal and
spiritual growth in an inclusive, safe, and positive learning environment. In addition to academic
achievement and qualifications, we equally value excellence in vocational and trades education, and
the development of key competencies and skills young prople need to transition successfully into life
beyond the school gates.

The school's catchment area is relatively large including the area from Hokitika to the South, northward
to lkamatua, and inland along State Highway 73 towards Arthur's Pass. Most students travel on Ministry
tendered bus routes. A significant number of our students come from St Patrick’s Primary School in
Greymouth, with whom we share adjacent campuses. We also draw students from most other local
primary schools on both the preference and non-preference rolls. JPIHS also has a close association
with the adjoining Tai Poutini Polytechnic with many students attending its Gateway and Trades
courses. The school is part of the Mawhera Kahui Ako.

We have strong links with other schools in the South Island and participate in a wide range of sporting
and cultural challenges from the Top of the South Island, and Canterbury tournaments. Our students
have recently excelled in Science Fair, Bishop Lyon's Intercultural competition, as well as numerous
sports where our students participate on a local, regional and national level. We are developing links
with our local Wananga, and we participate in the regional Kapa Haka competition. These annual
events are eagerly anticipated by all students.

Our school takes advantage of the amazing opportunities available locally for outdoor education. We
also run camps, tramps, ski trips and outdoor activities. We have a number of students who take part in
the Duke of Edinburgh award. We co-operate closely with our local primary schools in the areas of
technology, sport and cultural events.
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VISION

John Paul Il High School provides
an excellent education that
nurtures and values each student
as a unique person who will
graduate to contribute valuably to
their social, workplace and family
communities throughout their lives
and come to know Jesus Christ.

MISSION

John Paul Il High School offers
families a comprehensive
education in a school culture
which nurtures and encourages
individuals to achieve to their full
potential in personal academic
excellence, personal growth and
life in faith in accordance with the
values of Jesus Christ and Catholic
tradition.
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CATHOLIC CHARACTER

Our Catholic Character is our 'why'; it lies at the heart of all we do.

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit and teaching them fo obey everything that | have commanded you. And
remember, | am with you always, to the end of the age.” Matthew 28:19-20

At John Paul Il High School we take very seriously this injunction by Jesus Christ to provide
opportunities for all members of our community to encounter the person of Jesus through a range of
means such as: prayer, liturgy, diocesan events, social justice activities, service, the Religious Studies
programmes, youth group, parish events and leadership opportunities.

As a Catholic school we are committed to our identity in living out the gospel values through the
inspiration of our patron, St Pope John Paul Il and through the lens of our Marist and Mercy charisms.

A defining characteristic of our special character is our LIGHT Values. The inspiration for this acronym
comes from Matthew 5:14-16 in which Jesus reminds his listeners to let their light shine before others
in order to glorify God and from John 8:12 in which Jesus states that he is the light of the world and
anyone who follows him will not walk in darkness but will have the light of life.

The Mission Team is a key feature of the Catholic Character. Students involved in this team share
their faith confidently, organise liturgies, prayer, bible study, get involved in the life of the parish and
encourage all students to live the gospel values, mission to others and share in the great mission of

the Church to build up the body of Christ.
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LIGHT VALUES

The LIGHT values were introduced in 2023 to refresh the “three Cs” that formed part of the
school’s PBAL journey back in 2013. These values were gleaned from student, staff, whanau
and parent consultation in 2021 and 2022. In a moment of divine inspiration, the LIGHT
values were born! The LIGHT Values link to the Marist Pillars and Mercy Values, and to the
words of our namesake, Pope St. John Paul Il, who said “Darkness can only be scattered by
light. Hatred can only be conquered by love.” The LIGHT values represent our daily
aspirations at JPII.

IX]

Learning Integrity Guardianship Hauora  Truth

“l am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never
walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” John 8:12

LIGHT LIVED

Learning: Academic success | Striving for excellence | Curious and inquiring | Critical
thinking and problem solving | Strong work ethic | Literate, numerate, digitally confident |
Life long learner.

Integrity: Honest | Dependable | Self-disciplined | Lives the Values by serving others |
Compassionate and caring | Collaborative | Focused and self-motivated | Considerate.

Guardianship: Honours JPII's name, dual charisms and legacy | Honours our bi-cultural
heritage, and multi-cultural school | Proudly West Coast | Socially, community, and
environmentally minded | Serves others | Shows hospitality and manaakitanga.

Hauora: Resilient | Prioritises physical, mental, emotional, spiritual wellbeing | Honours
diversity | Socially and culturally competent | Celebrates and honours diversity through
inclusion | Mindful communication.

: Grounded in faith | Seeks communion with Jesus Christ and the Catholic Church |
itted to social justice | Loving and forgiving | Chooses kindness and compassion |

our values wholeheartedly everyday.
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GIVING EFFECT TO TE TIRITI O WAITANGI

John Paul Il High School honours the bi-cultural heritage of Aotearoa New Zealand. Te Tiriti o Waitangi is one of
Aotearoa New Zealand's founding documents and represents the binding contract between Maori and the
Crown. John Paul Il High School recognises our role and responsibility to honour and give effect to Te Tiriti o
Waitangi.

Under the Education and Training Act 2020, a primary objective of John Paul Il High School is giving effect to
Te Tiriti o Waitangi. We do this by:
 Working to ensure our plans, policies, and local curriculum reflect local tikanga Maori, matauranga Maori,
and te ao Maori so students have a sense of identity and belonging withint the school;
e Taking all reasonable steps to make instruction available in tikanga Maori and te reo Maori through the
employment of a kaiako Maori and Cultural Navigator, and a kapa haka tutor;
e Achieving equitable outcomes for Maori students through high expectations for Maori learners and
developing culturally sustaining relationships with parents, whanau, and Ngati Waewae;
* Providing opportunities for learners and staff to appreciate the importance of te Tiriti o Waitangi, te reo
Maori, and tikanga Maori in our lived experiences at JPIl, and through targeted professional learning and
development with local rlinanga Ngati Waewae.

John Paul Il High School works from the principles of partnership, protection, and participation to meet our
obligations under te Tiriti o Waitangi. These principles reflect the three articles of te Tiriti.

Partnership

John Paul Il High School aims to work in partnership with our local Maori communities from Te Rnanga o Ngati
Waewae and Te Rlnanga o Makaawhio to support rangatiratanga/self-determination. We actively seek the
guidance of our local Maori community to help us better meet the needs of our Maori students and ensure they
experience educational success as Maori.

We consult with our local hap on the development of our charter/strategic plan to make sure it reflects and
upholds appropriate tikanga Maori and te ao Maori. We seek opportunities to collaborate with M3ori to invest
in, develop, and deliver Maori-medium learning (NELP Priority 2).

Protection

John Paul Il High School actively protects and upholds matauranga Maori, te reo Maori, and tikanga Maori, and
ensures they are meaningfully incorporated into the everyday life of our school (NELP Objective 5). We actively
engage with Ka Hikitia Ka Hapaitia.

We take all reasonable steps to make instruction available in te reo Maori and tikanga Maori.

We support our teachers to build their teaching capability, knowledge, and skills in te reo Maori and tikanga
Maori. We provide opportunities for teachers to develop their understanding and practice of culturally
responsive feaching that takes into account dkonga contexts (NELP Priority 6).

Participation
John Paul Il High School has high aspirations for every student. We encourage the participation and

engagement of students and their whanau in all aspects of school life.

Our relationships with our school communn‘y help us meet the needs of oll students and susfcnn fhelr identities,

we design and deliver educa‘rlon to ensure Maori students ex ehende educc

Priority 2). /: /
/







