JOHN PAUL II HIGH SCHOOL

| Réa ova from the Principal

| visited the Year 10 Camp at the Boyle River Lodge last week and | was impressed
with the performance of our students. Skills such as being able to work as part of a
team do not come easily to everyone, and at the camp the students are
challenged in many ways to push beyond their usual boundaries. From what |
observed all of the students involved can be proud of themselves and what they
achieved during their four-day outdoor education experience. Well done to all
involved and thank you to the parents and staff involved in the trip for giving your
time and energy to our students. A special thanks to Mr Mc Nish for his
organisation before and during the camp.

Our senior students leave us soon and | am at present piecing together school
testimonials for our Year 13 students as they apply for various scholarships and
courses. This has been an enjoyable experience as | realise just how far the group
has come since 2012 when | put down the challenge for them to push themselves
beyond their comfort zones and discover and use their God-given talents.

External exam times create pressure for students so if things are getting on top of
them, they have a range of good support people at school. Their teachers, deans,
and form teachers can all help them plan their time but they mustn’t leave it until
the last minute.

We have completed the interview process for our Deputy Principal position, due to
the retirement of Mr Towers at the end of this year. We are pleased to announce
the appointment of Mr Jason Renau, from Auckland. We have also appointed for
2017; a new HOD Maths — Mr Kevin Mulcahy from Christchurch, a new HOD
Science with Physics — Mr John Adams from Nelson, and a new Science and
Biology teacher — Miss Kirtsy Morgan from Wales. You will hear more about these
new staff members at a later date.

God bless to alll Nga mihi nui!

Reenan Stone
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TO
REMEMBER

Year 13 Assembly
Jnr Cricket
Last Day Seniors

NCEA Exams
Begin

Leavers Dinner
Early Finish 2pm
Yr 10 Pilgrimage
Teacher Only Day

Westland
Anniversary Day

Year 9 Kowhai
Bush Walk

Helpers Morning
Tea

EQOY Mass &
Awards Ceremony

Junior Reports
Last Day Yr 9 & 10
Orientation Day
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Father Tien has said mass for several classes this term.
He took time to explain the vestments he was wearing
and the importance of the different gestures, eg
sitting, standing, kneeling; and why we do them. He
joined in the PE class and played a very good game of
volleyball with the students.

The Sacramental programme is continuing each
Thursday with Tess Rooney and Fr Tien. Students
meet for 25 minutes to learn more about the Catholic
faith and spend time in prayer. One candidate has
joined with St Patrick’s students in preparing for
Confirmation which wiill take place on 13 November.

Saints House attended Mass and a
small group of Hokitika students,
supported by friends from
Greymouth, attended Saturday 29
October Mass. It was lovely to
meet Fr Lito, the new Parish Priest.

It was wonderful to see the cooperation in the
different Houses as they performed for the John Paul
II's Got Talent” show. Each House spent hours
preparing their item. The Leaders did well in getting
their members participating in the fun.

Mrs Webster attended the Christchurch Directors of
Religious Education meeting using Skype. This was a
first time initiative and worked reasonably well. It was
good to catch up with five DRS from Christchurch
without driving for 6 hours.

This year, Mrs Buenaventura has completed three RE
papers towards her Diploma. Her latest paper earned
an A- grade. Mr Threadgill also gained an A- in his
paper. It is good to see teachers upgrading their
qualifications and being able to use their knowledge
in their classes.

We held a mufti for our Marist Mission School, St Louis
in Kiribati. The notices for the week were focused on
information about Kiribati and the living conditions of
the students attending school. We raised $371.60
which will help out the school. Last year they suffered
a fire that destroyed their library and computer suite,
so any money raised will be most appreciated.

Sympathy cards have been sent to students who lost
family members during the holidays. We also sent one
to Mt Aspiring College which lost a student driving to

his first day of work. We know from personal
experience that a school mourns past students as well
as those who are still attending.

Congratulation cards have been sent to students who
achieved well in their various sporting Award
Ceremonies.

Year 13 spent a period out at Shantytown as part of
their RE/Health programme. They
spent time contemplating how life
has changed for those leaving
school, comparing life 150 years
ago to that of today. Three guest
speakers were organised,
Pharmacist, Kurt Batty, Operations
Manager, Anna Liddell and Shanty-
town Manager, Andrea Forrest.
They spoke of the choices they made leaving school,
their goals and how they achieved them. They also
spoke of their love of the Coast and the opportunities
presented through living here.

The Board surveyed students about Mass attendance
and the importance of Jesus and faith in their lives.
Only 16% of our students regularly attend Mass. Their
reasons for not attending were varied, from parents
not supporting them to work commitments, to not
being interested in or believing in God. This gives the
Board a good base to begin to address the
commitment of evangelisation.

The Health Survey, required by law, to consult with
our community has been designed and the link to
Google Docs will be emailed to parents at the start of
November. Students will fill out the survey in RE
classes.

David Eastward, from Gideons, came and spoke to
Year 9 during their RE Class about the power of the
Bible, how it can make a difference to people’s lives
and the number of languages in which the Bible
has been translated. He spoke about the Gideons
and how they work throughout the world ensuring
that Bibles are made available to hotels, motels,
hospitals, prisons and schools. Mrs Webster's Year 9
are studying the Beginning of the Church topic, so
it was very appropriate timing for them to receive a
copy of the New Testament.
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JPII’s Got Talent??
John Paul I'l has Talenfowa®cheber onr &veéalaiyng heariled fand
students alike. The programme ranged from full house si |
hip hop dance by fMashapdiy CEmayy Coawl ey. Oli ver Newcjomb
a group from Saints did ®BecemedDiaeyns i Tt emps ern-damalind o@ar c
performed solos with additional help from the audience.
pizza lunch, were Mawhera House, who did a rousing fend
second were Marist House, followed by the Saints in fJthir
Congratul ations to both of the John Paul I Juni
we l | in the Secondary Schools tournament i n Oct
Westl and High School where the Girls won all f ou
and the boys won 3 out of 4 finishing in 1st equ
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Year 10 Boyle River Camp
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COMING UP 2017
St Patrick's Day Concet
18t h March
to sew them on Kumara Memor i al Hal I
Tower s
Cal'l'img_ all studentis keen to sh
More information to follow, but
St Patrick'’s Parish Counczl Annual Parish Picnic
Kumara Racecour se
18t h Febr uaroys tplin7e m2ht hdRelr uar y)
Lots of fun for all ages!
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can also emaidt ymwautrr ii dkesagsr ayomout h@hot mai |l . com
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