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 KEY DATES    

            TO  

           REMEMBER 

 

Apr  1 Yr 10 Work      

Shadowing Day 

 

Apr  5 Yr12 O/E Tramp 

 

Apr  8 Swimming Sports  

 Last Day 9 

HLT/CCOM 

 Jnr Reports Issued 

 

Apr 11-15  Non-Interruption 

Week 

 

Apr 15 Last Day Term 1 

 

April 16 School Holidays 

Begin 

 

Apr  25 Anzac Day 

 

May  2 First Day Term 2 

 

May  3-6 Yr 12, 13,11 & 9 

Retreats 

It is hard to believe that we are near the end of term one, nearly a third the way 

through the year for our senior students! I had the pleasure of attending the   

Bishop Lyons competition recently, and to say I was proud of the performance of 

our team is an understatement. Getting up in front of people and speaking does 

not come easily to most of us and our young people made it look easy. Our team 

performed admirably in all events and we came close to taking out the debating, 

getting fourth even though we won both of our debates – something to do with 

point differentials apparently. Courtney Wright Watson is to be commended for 

her excellent third place in the Scripture reading section and she was simply a 

pleasure to listen to. The Bishop Lyon’s competition is predominantly about young 

Catholic students mixing with each other and competition results, while nice, are 

secondary to the reasons why the competition was set up in the first place. 

It has been entirely coincidental but fortuitous that our move to ban fizzy drinks at 

school has been paralleled by a push from the Ministry of Education to have 

schools declare themselves as water only areas for student drinks. We have        

decided to ban all sugary drinks, including juices, as it is much  easier to go that 

way so there is limited confusion in regards to our expectations of our students 

and what drinks they can or can’t have at school – water only! Thank you to the 

parents and caregivers for your positive feedback in relation to our initial decision 

to ban sugary drinks, a decision we believe can only benefit our students and their 

achievements at school.  

I have included in this newsletter the final NCEA subject and course endorsement 

results for 2015 for our school. It is pleasing to see an increase in these results and 

well done to the students who have achieved them because doing so involved a 

lot of extra effort and commitment from them. Our students are no longer just 

happy with average performances and we will see that this trend towards more 

Merit and Excellence grades continues at our school. God bless to all!   

 

 
 

Emily Crawley wins Top Art Award 

John Paul II Art students did really well at the 

Art in the Park Youth Section held earlier in 

the month.  Danielle Lewis received Highly   

Commended for her Level 1 Portfolio and Blaire 

McCauley received Highly Commended for her 

Level 2 Portfolio.  Emily Crawley won the Level 1 

Portfolio Award and was also awarded the    

Supreme Award for Young Artist of the Year.  

Well done everyone! 
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At the end of February, we all walked up to Rugby Park to         

participate in the High 5 for Parfitt Kids.  It was an amazing        

adventure to be part of a Guinness Book of Records challenge.  

This would be the first time, in a very long time, that all our schools 

have come together for a common cause.   

The last weekend of February, 4 of our Student Executive Ben, 

Paddy, Tammy and Hazel along with 40 students from 10 schools 

throughout New Zealand gathered in Auckland.  These students 

came from schools founded by the Marist Brothers, (or a school 

that came about owing to the amalgamation of two schools eg 

JPII).  Br Osmund MacNamara co-presented with Dan Dungey, in 

support of Br Terence Costello this year, to coincide with the     

programme’s tenth anniversary.   

Members of the Bishop Lyons team attended Mass in Greymouth 

on 13 March in preparation for the competition in Timaru.  Jacob 

Smith and Cameron Bergin read the Scriptures well, as did Hazel 

and Courtney with the Prayers of the Faithful.  It was the first time   

Jacob had read at Church so he did very well. Having the team 

members join our wider community in prayer hopefully helped 

them feel supported in their quest. The Team spent several weeks 

in preparation for the Competition with Mrs McMillan, Ms O’Regan, 

Ms Carson, Ms Costelloe and Mrs Williams. The weekend was     

successful for the students as they attempted new skills and faced 

difficult competition with enthusiasm.   

Our new RE Advisor, Jeremy Cumming visited staff for two days.  

Jeremy has been seconded from Catholic Cathedral College for the 

year and has some great ideas to share with our staff.  He spent his 

time getting to know our school and find out what needs our 

teachers have so that he can provide resources on his next trip. 

As tradition has it, we had our Annual CARITAS Lenten Mufti Day 

on St Patrick’s Day.  Students were very obvious in their green 

clothes.  It was great seeing so many interesting ways of wearing 

green.  We raised over $350 for CARITAS’s Lenten Project in     

Cambodia. The Retiring Collection at the end of Holy Thursday 

Liturgy added another $70 to the fund. 

Gemma Sinnott, Educator with CARITAS, visited school on St     

Patrick’s day, meeting with the majority of students.  She carried a 

strong message of taking action and looking after the poor and 

vulnerable of our world.  Through videos, discussion and games, 

Gemma passed on her message and encouraged the students to 

think in broader terms about what they can do in the world to 

bring peace and equality.  Our Year 11 are organising the CARITAS 

Challenge in the school, so Gemma’s visit was timely to help     

motivate this group. 

CARITAS leadership trip took place on Monday 14 March with a 

group of 10 students, from Year 12, heading to Christchurch with 

Mr Haigh and met there by Mr Bergin.  They spent time with    

students from other Catholic schools learning skills to bring back to 

school to bring alive the CARITAS message.  We look forward to 

their Challenge day in the near future.  Thanks to Ms O’Regan, Mr 

Haigh and Mr Bergin for organising this for our students. 

At Easter, Lynnette Beirne and her team finished at the Polytech 

Café.  A thank you card was sent to Lynnette, who has looked after 

our school very well, providing a great range of food, not only for 

students, but for various occasions including the Thank You Morn-

ing tea, memorial gatherings and the Leavers Dinner.  Unfortu-

nately, Lynnette has had to finish up because of a major operation 

in early April.  We will be praying for her and wish her a speedy 

recovery. 

Evening Stations of the Cross, was presented by a group of       

students from John Paul II Youth Group organised by Tess Rooney, 

Courtney Wright Watson and Liam Douglas.  These students were 

a credit to the school and presented the Stations reverently and 

clearly.  Several members of the St Patrick’s Parish were present. 

Year 10 Health students have continued their ‘Take Action in the 

Community’, by participating in a number of collections, Child  

Cancer being one we are happy to help with, because of the    

ongoing  support provided to the Benner Family. 

The Year 13 and Year 9 Mentoring activities continued with a full 

group activity where students had to create, as a group, a picture 

from a footprint.  This was first practised by Year 13 who had a 

great deal of fun.  They then planned the activity in detail so that 

the Year 9 would have an enjoyable time learning communication 

skills. Thanks to Ms Johns’ Art Department for helping out with the 

paints. 

Involvement of Houses in Athletics Day, this year, was the best so 

far.  Students and teachers got in behind efforts to brighten up the 

day with House colours.  It was very obvious as to which House 

was based where on the grounds, and the students supported 

each other’s efforts as they competed.  It was also great to see the 

consideration message about caring for the environment coming 

though strongly, because this was the first year there was no need 

for an “Emu Parade” of rubbish collecting at the end of the event.   

Holy Thursday liturgy was both moving and amazing.  Mrs Smith’s 

Year 9 Drama Class put on a fabulous performance of the Stations 

of the Cross.  Each Station was a tableau and a member of the 

group spoke as one of the people around Jesus – all without 

scripts and very little prompting.  It was a real credit to them and 

helped open up the events leading up to Easter for the whole 

school.  

Several Staff members and our Head Students represented the 

school at the funeral of Mrs Hughes, mother of our Physics Tutor, 

Rob Hughes. Sympathy cards were sent on behalf of the senior 

Physics classes as well as the staff and school community.  

A group of Year 13 boys participated in the Men’s Challenge for 

the St Patrick’s Parish Summer Fair.  They were given a bag of   

ingredients to make into a chocolate cake to decorate.  This was 

then entered in the competition.  Mr Threadgill also gave it a go 

with his entry of three small cakes representing the Trinity. 

A small but enthusiastic group of parents attended the Parents of 

New Students to John Paul II Evening.  It was great for staff to 

meet parents and spend time in discussion about why the parents 

had chosen to send their children to us.  There were several      

parents who had attended the school as students themselves and 

wanted a similar education for their children.   

Art in the Park saw our students well represented in the Student 

Portfolio display.  These portfolios were of the students who 

gained Merit and Excellence in NCEA.  Once again, the Overall 

winner went to John Paul II to Emily Crawley.  She follows in the 

footsteps of Tom Dwyer, Bridie Douglas and Rayna Hales who are 

previous winners.  Thanks to Ms Johns for organising this. 

Year 11 students joined St Patricks Parishioners for the Anointing 

of the Sick Mass.  This is part of their learning for Reverence for Life 

unit and gives them a better understanding of the meaning of the 

Sacrament. 

Our Maori Leaders attended the first Wananga of the year, at the 

Arahura Marae.  It was a wonderful experience for the new      

students and our Year 13 Leaders helped guide the sessions. 

Thanks to Mrs Singer for accompanying them on this journey.   

Year 9 and 10 students have had to attend four weekend Masses 

over this term to complete task-sheets about the Mass.  This is due 

in on the last day of term, so hopefully, there will be quite a few 

students at Mass over the next two weekends.   Some of the    

questions are there deliberately to get students to interact with 

those seated around them to find out with whom they are sharing 

the Mass – this is being part of the Community of Faith. 

Mrs Lauder has spent several periods working with a group of Year 
13 students training them in the skills of mediation.  They will then 
be available to help solve interpersonal problems with students.  
Their badges will be blessed at the next Mass and Mr Stone will 
present them at Assembly. The Mediatiors are Cassidy Rae 
(coordinator), Heavenly Stone (coordinator), Georgia Smith, Liam 
Douglas, Jaron Waihi, Hazel Whitcombe, Natalia Holley, Joanne 
Bradley. 

S pec ia l  C har ac t e r  Re por t  w i t h  Mr s  We bs t e r  
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Athletics 2016 

 

The School Cross Country was held on the 24th of March.  Initially 
called off due to weather, the clouds cleared and the decision was 
made to run the 2 ½ K course after all.   

The Senior boys ran the course two times.  Emma Wilson won for 
the Jnr Girls and Taylor Berry for the Jnr Boys.  Courtney Wright
-Watson was first for the Senior Girls and Angus Winter won the 
Senior Boys section.   

(More photos to follow in next newsletter) 

John Paul II Cross Country 



2015 JPII NCEA ResultsðCongratulations to the following Students: 

 

2015 Year 11  Level 1  Endorsements: 

                           Course    Subject 

 Anderson Brooks, Georgina M  (M English, History) 

 Gibbens, Charlotte    (M Physical Ed) 

 Crawley, Emily   E  (E Art, Maths, M English, Religious Ed, Science) 

 Fahey, Tom   M  (M History, Maths, English, Science) 

 Hurrel, Natasha   M  (M Art, English, Maths, Science) 

 Ironside, Maxine     (M Physical Ed) 

 Grantley, Richard   M  (M Science) 

 Phillips, Ethan   M  (M English, Maths, Science) 

 Lewis, Danielle      (E Art, M English) 

 Foote, Hayden   M  (M Maths) 

 Dodemaide, Jasmine     (M Physical Ed) 

 Atkinson, Jacob   M  (M Maths, Religious Ed) 

 Sharp, Kara      (M German)  Level 2 

 

2015 Year 12  Level 2  Endorsements: 

                                                                  Course  Subject      

 Lambert, Dana   E  (E Maths, Religious Ed, M Biology, Computing, English, Physics) 

 Johnson, Freya   E  (E Art, M Maths, Religious Ed) 

 Ramsay, Bradain   M  (M Maths, English) 

 Kilpatrick, Rosalyn    (M Photography) 

 Rae, Cassidy   M  (M English) 

 Aihi, Tammy     (M Art) 

 Waihi, Jaron   M  (M English, Maths, Religious Ed) 

 Elliott, Alisha   E  (E English, History, Religious Ed, M Maths, Physics) 

 Whitmore, Ben     (M Maths) 

 Sims, Tineka     (M Photography, Religious Ed) 

 Cassidy, Amy     (E Photography) 

 Whitcombe, Hazel  E  (E Maths, Religious Ed, M Biology, Chemistry, English, Physics) 

 McCauley, Blaire     (M Art) 

 Wright-Watson, Courtney  E  (E Religious Ed, M Biology, Geology, Chemistry, English, Maths) 

  

2015 Year 13  Level 3  Endorsements: 

                     Course  Subject 

 Burrows, Eilish     (M Religious Ed) 

 Sollitt, Rebecca     (M Painting) 

 Fitzgerald, Kaden     (M Religious Ed) 

 Olivier, Tayla   M  (E Photography) 

 Boniface, Courtney  M  (M Biology, Maths with Statistics) 

 Rae, Briana     (M Maths with Statistics) 

 Delcid, Yolita     (E Spanish) 

 Foote, Bridget   M  (M Biology, English, Religious Ed) 

 Verberne, Ranelle  M  (E Painting, M Photography) 

 

 Vay, Sor      (E Art)  Adult Student  -  Level 2 

 

  Key:  Course Endorsed       E = Excellence     M =   Merit      

    Subject Endorsed       E = Excellence     M =   Merit     
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The first event this year was the annual Kahurangi-Marlborough Regional Finals of the Russell McVeagh New Zealand 

Schools’ Debating Championships, held at Nelson College on Saturday, February 27. John Paul II High School was      

represented by a junior and senior team, as well as two additional junior speakers, one of whom (Cameron Bergin) 

made up a swing team for Nelson Girls College when one of their speakers failed to show up. Each team debated four 

times and our speakers became noticeably more confident and capable as the competition progressed. Although we 

were not placed overall, our teams attracted a lot of positive comment from members of the audience.  

Junior team: Annie Molloy, Tanith Foster, Jacob Smith  

Reserves: Leo Whitcombe and Cameron Bergin 

Senior team: Charlotte Gibbens, Richard Grantley and Emily Crawley 

 

On the 18
th

 of March, a group of ten students and three teachers drove to Roncalli College in Timaru for the annual  

Bishop Lyon’s Shield public speaking tournament.  Every year, John Paul II High School competes with six other schools 

from the Christchurch Diocese, including St Bedes, Villa Maria, St Thomas’s, Catholic Cathedral College and Marian     

College.   

 

Richard Grantley performed well on Friday night, with only two minutes to prepare his  five minute Impromptu Speech 

on the topic, “Sport is for losers.”  The debating team, comprising Emily Crawley, Ben Whitmore and Hazel Whitcombe, 

beat Catholic Cathedral College in the first round of their limited preparation debates and also beat Roncalli College in 

the second round. Although they were one of only two teams to win both of their debates, they were not awarded a 

place in the final. Places are determined on the basis of the points awarded during the debate and a consensus from the 

adjudicators.  Ben Whitmore received the ‘Best Speaker’ nomination in each of his debates. The Prepared Speeches were 

delivered well by junior, Tanith Foster and senior, Annie Molloy.  The adjudicator commented on the high standard of all 

of the speeches.  On Saturday night after a formal sit down dinner, the entire group performed an impromptu drama, 

using the starter, ‘Fifth period maths class,’ which was a treat to watch.   

 

Sunday morning saw Courtney Wright-Watson earn third place for her exceptional Scripture Reading.  She was then  

invited to read at the Palm Sunday Mass later that morning.  The final event was Religious Questions.  Our team         

comprising, Courtney Wright-Watson, Rebecca Sollitt, and Tommy Rooney responded well both individually and as a 

team, expounding on the Papal Bull on the Jubilee of Mercy. Overall, the trip went smoothly and the entire team        

represented us well. 

 

Last week the Year 9 Speech Competition was held in the library and adjudicated by Ms Jennie McMillan. This was the 

culmination of a five week unit on speeches and speech making. First place was won by Jacob Smith on the topic of 

“Volunteering.” Asher Lambert gained second place for an informative speech on “Surf Lifesaving” and equal third place 

went to Shanae Rennie, Kate McCann and Emma Wilson. There is no shortage of public speaking talent in Year 9 and 

the speeches overall were original and entertaining. 
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ôUgly Shakespeareõ Production for JPII Students  

 

Craig Wilson and Ritchie Grzyb from the three member Ugly Shakespeare group, get a hand on stage with volunteer 
students Quinn Blanchfield and Carleen Veevers, during a performance of Romeo and Juliet on the 14th of March. The 
group performed earlier in the day at Westland High and travelled to Buller High School before heading to Nelson. 

Two touch teams, from John Paul II went to Hari Hari on Tuesday 
1

st
 March, along with the best coaches Mr Haigh and Mrs Singer.  

The girls played against Westland High School, South Westland 
Area School, Greymouth High School and Reefton Area School. 
The girls won two games out of 4, finishing 3

rd
 overall. The first was 

against Reefton Area School, which we won 2-1, with Bianca   
scoring both tries. The second win was against South Westland 
Area School, and again the score was 2-1, with Jasmine and Chel-
sea each scoring a try.  

The boys team played Greymouth High School, Westland High 
School, and South Westland Area School. Unfortunately the boys 
lost against both Greymouth High & Westland High, but won their 
last game against South Westland Area School. Paddy, Ben W and 
Ben T scored the tries. 

We came home with three wins all up, girls with two, and boys with 
one, which was a great overall effort. 

We would like to thank Mrs Stone for organising John Paul II to be 

part of the tournament, and our amazing coaches Mr Haigh and 

Mrs Singer for  putting in their time and effort to our teams.  

 

On Monday the 21st of March, two 
van loads of students went to the 
Court Theatre in Christchurch to 
watch the play Macbeth.  It was a great 
performance and thoroughly enjoyed 
by all attendees. 

The Shakespeare 

Experience 
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HOMEWORK CLUB 
WEDNESDAYS   

3.15-4.15PM 
In the Library  

Afternoon Tea Provided 

Teachers and computers are available to   
assist students with study, projects and   

general homework. 

All students are welcome. 

 
School Sunday Masses  2016 

St Patrick’s Church 9.30 

All students are required to attend 
the full school Masses.  Each House 
has a specific date for their Mass. 

  3 April  Full School 

21 May  Mawhera (Sat 6pm) 

28  May             Hokitika (Sat 6pm)  

12  June  Full School 

31   July  Columba 

14   Aug  Marist 

  4 Sep  Anahere 

18  Sept  Full School 
15  Oct  Saints (Sat 6pm) 

29   Oct  Hokitika (Sat 6pm)  
  6  Nov  Full School  

Missing Buttons? 

See Mrs Towers in J3 for 
free buttons, thread and help 
with sewing if you have missing 
buttons on your school shirt or 
cardigan. 

Plain black hooded waterproof jacket 

approved for outside wear 

Plain black hooded waterproof jacket approved for 

outside wear in wet weather. 

In cold and/or damp weather the current school     

jackets are adequate but in serious West Coast rain a 

truly waterproof garment is needed for students who: 

Walk to school 

Bike to school 

Need to wait in the rain for a bus 

Accordingly, the Board of Trustees have agreed that a 

Plain black hooded waterproof jacket be approved for 

outside wear in wet weather. This garment is in       

addition to the current uniform jackets and is an extra 

to be worn only in wet weather and only when       

outside. 

Jackets/coats not meeting these specifications would 

not be allowed even going to and from school as the 

uniform regulations apply at all times. We want        

students to be proud of their school and of their      

uniform and hope that you will support us with this 

new initiative which has come about as a result of 

school council deliberations and subsequent            

conversations with students and parents. 

If you decide to purchase such a jacket and you are not 

sure if it meets the criteria of plain, black, hooded,    

waterproof, please check with the Deputy Principal 

before you buy so as to avoid any unnecessary         

misunderstanding. (A phone photograph of the       

proposed jacket would be ideal). 


