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Kia ora from the Princ ipal  

                  KEY DATES TO  

           REMEMBER 

Mar  1 Boys & Girls Touch 

Hari Hari 

Mar   7 Caritas Challenge 

Mar   8 JPII Athletics 

Mar   9 12/13 Drink    

Driver Education 

Mar 12 Early Finish 2pm 

Mar 14 WC Athletics 

Mar 15-16 Wananga 

Mar 16  WC Athletics PP  

Mar 23 Jnr Reports Issued 

Mar 26 Jnr & Snr Parent 

Conference Day 

Mar 28 WCSS Snr Boys & 

Girls Rugby 7’s 

Mar 30 Good Friday 

Apr  2 Easter Monday 

Apr  3 Public Holiday 

Apr  5 Jnr Boys Rugby 7’s 

Apr  6 Bishop Lyons  

 Uni Canterbury      

Liaison Person 

Apr 13 Cross Country  

 Last day Term 1 

Our school year has started less smoothly than we would have liked with the two 

storms, but thankfully we came through both of them with just some minor property 

damage at school. 

The NCEA results for 2017 are still being finalised but initial results are very pleasing, in 

particular there has been an improvement in Merit and Excellence endorsements at  

levels II and III which has been a continuing goal for us over the past few years.  We are 

striving for quality and not just quantity in NCEA results. 

We have started the school year fully staffed. We have three new teachers; Mr Jeff 

Franklin (HOD Social Sciences), Miss Holly Lindsay (Physics), and Miss Jeanne Gagnon 

(Mathematics).  Mrs Jamily Anderson has been appointed as our new school Bursar, 

and Mrs Anne Winter has also joined us also as our new Sports Coordinator. 

Our theme for the year is ‘Looking to the past as we head into the future.’   With so much 

change occurring in education it is important to remember that Christ is the reason our 

school exists. Our Marist and Mercy roots underscore how we need to keep functioning 

as a school. 

We look forward to a busy term and looking back, while last year was a very successful 

year for our school with excellent student academic results, and a very favourable     

Education Review Office report, this year’s achievements will be even bigger and better 

but without me at the helm. 

Recently I advised the Greymouth Catholic Schools’ Board of Trustees that I will be    

finishing my job as Principal of John Paul II after my term two sabbatical this year,      

effectively finishing at the end of this term.  The school is well placed as it heads into the 

future and I will be finishing here with no regrets knowing that I have done my best for 

our students over the past 15 years. I will miss the students and I will carry with me a 

mixture of memories of John Paul II High School when I leave; some very sad memories 

such as the Pike River disaster and that of students and staff passing away, but the    

special families and students that I have met here are the positive memories that will 

stay with me forever.   

My turangawaewae, Southland, is now calling after 30 years in education.      

Nga mihi nui! 

Kieran Stone 

 

JPII Head & Deputy Head Students for 2018 

Congratulations to our new Head 
& Deputy Head Students for 
2018.  Pictured from L to R      
Jessie Bichan (Deputy Head 
Girl), Annie Molloy (Head Girl), 
Samuel Wallis (Head Boy) & Mi-
chael Cassidy (Deputy Head 
Boy). 
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The year began early for five staff, Mr Stone, Mrs Smith, Mr 
Bergin, Mr Renau and Mrs Webster as they travelled to 
Christchurch for a combined primary and secondary 
schools one-day conference on Catholic Social Teaching.  
There were some amazing guest speakers including;     

Father John Adams who spoke on the Biblical foundation 
of the Church Teachings; Bishop Peter Cullinane who 
spoke about the Bishop Statements, Papal Encyclicals, as 
well as challenging secularism and secularism’s challenge 
to us; Julieanne and Michael from CARITAS spoke about 
what the term Social Justice means, using ‘See Judge Act’ 
as a catalyst for service learning, and the difference        
between Charity and Justice.  Also Michael Kliensman, 
from the Nathaniel Centre for Bioethics, spoke about the 
application of principles to current social bioethical issues 
in NZ, eg euthanasia, stem cell research etc.  Over 350 

teachers, from the Christchurch Diocese Catholic Schools 
were present for an amazing day.  The information        
covered is used at all levels of Religious Education at John 

Paul II especially in the NCEA levels 1-3. 

We have five new staff who were welcomed to the school, 
initially with the Beginning Liturgy, which focused on 
growing and building on the seeds of faith in our students.  
Hopefully the pansies, that Ms Beach planted as part of the 

liturgy, will grow and fill in the gaps around the school. 

Year 9 and 13 gathered together for a day of Mentoring 
and learning about the school.  We have 38 new year 9 
students, and 16 mentors who are taking their role very 
seriously.  They will be meeting together for five, 20-
minute sessions throughout March, which should help the 

Year 9 feel part of the school. 

The Powhiri for new students and 
staff began the first full teaching day.  
Bianca Thomas led the new comers 
into the assembly and Jayme Beynon 
led the Waiata for the school, with 
Samantha Bergin leading the Waiata 

for the newcomers.   

As part of the Induction programme 

for Year 9, the first three days’ timetable was rearranged so 
that Ms Pringle could spend time with them getting their 
computers up and running, Ms Beach could spend time 
working through different Dean activities, and Mr Bergin 
and Mrs Webster concentrated on Special Character     
activities.  This was a new concept for the starting week, 
and hopefully, has made the start of the year easier for 

Year 9. 

Congratulations cards have been sent to various students 

who have achieved well over the holidays.  Mr Stone took 
great delight in sending endorsement badges and cards to 
6 Year 13 students who gained either Merit or Excellence 
endorsement across all their subjects.  The Year 12         
endorsement students will receive their badges at          
assembly early in March. Cards have been sent to our 
Commonwealth Games girls, Ruby Tui for Rugby 7’s and 
Sharlotte Lucas for cycling.  We look forward to following 

their progress throughout the games. 

Mrs Webster took a card to Christchurch for Brother Os 
who celebrated his 80

th
 birthday at the beginning of    

February.  Brother Os was delighted to receive the           
recognition from the school, and promises to visit several 
times this year to support our Senior Student Executive 
who attended the Marist Leadership Forum at Blue Skies in 

Kaiapoi. 

The Hall became our Chapel for the first of the monthly full 
school Masses.  As it was the Opening Mass of the year, 
Father Peter blessed leadership badges as well as commis-
sioned our new staff. Mr Stone presented the new staff 
with pictures of the “Three People of JPII”.  The new carpet 

tiles and chairs make for a very comfortable environment 

for Mass. 

Ash Wednesday saw St Patrick’s 
pupils joining John Paul II in the 
distribution of the Ashes.  The Hall 
a g a i n  w a s  a  w o n d e r f u l              
environment for prayer and      
students reflected this by showing 
great  reverence for the Mass.  The 

Year 13 students accompanied 
Father Peter to the Memorial Rose 
Garden, at the end of the Liturgy, 
to sprinkle the leftover Ashes on the roses.  This tradition is 
very powerful as it keeps our departed students firmly in 

our prayers. 

When the first Cyclone hit, it showed us how well           
Columba Hall had been strengthened.  We lost a beautiful 

Kowhai that had been planted in the 1990’s, some ridging 
from the Marist block, as well as a sheet of nova-light off 
the deck veranda.  It was great to see the staff and         
students supporting one another as the wind blew   
stronger.  Thanks to parents who made arrangements to 

come in to collect their children.   

Staff of St Patricks and John Paul II gathered together at 
Mass, to celebrate the start of the year.  Each year, our 
schools gather for the Commissioning Mass to remind us 

of why our schools exist.  It was great to meet the new 
teachers from each school and spend time afterwards 
chatting and not worrying about rushing off with the bell. 

Special Character Leaders have been chosen from each 
House to help with organising the different Liturgies 
throughout the year.  The Committee will be lead by     
Amber Wright-Watson and Tyler Robinson.  These girls 
have already been at work helping to set up and organise 

the Opening Mass and Ash Wednesday. 

Mufti day raised over $500 for disaster relief in Tonga and 
the Pacific.  Students and staff were very generous to this 
cause.  We sent the money to CARITAS who will ensure 
that it gets to the right agency and people.  We know how 
fortunate we have been to escape the worst of Cyclone 
Gita.  We pray that they are able to get themselves back to 
normal very quickly.  The call to close the school was a 
good one as we saved our students stressing and         

worrying about getting home safely. 

Copies of the Marist Centennial book as well as the 125 
book were donated to the school library.  Key pictures  
taken will be put up in the Hall to commemorate the     

weekend. 

Spec ia l  Charac te r  Repor t  w i th  Mrs  Webster 



 

Beginning of the year Masses  

Opening liturgies were held for all staff and students in our 

upgraded school hall to celebrate the new school year and 

welcome the new members of our John Paul II school family.  

We have 42 new students to the school and 5 new staff. 

A Commissioning mass was held on Thursday 22nd of   

February at St. Patrick’s Church, for the West Coast Catholic 

schools. Staff from John Paul II joined St Patrick’s for the 

combined staff service. 

Ash Wednesday  
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Congratulations to the following students that gained Merit or Excellence Endorsements in 
NCEA last year (50 credits at M or E overall in their courses of study). 

 

NCEA Level I  ð   E Endorsed ð Tanith Foster. 

 

              M Endorsed ð Hannah Anderson-Brooks, Jake van Beek, Breegan Waihi, 
   Loralie Nacis, Skylah McGill, Jazmin Anderson, Taylor Berry, Cameron  
   Bergin, Brier Herkt, Kelly Stringer, Joseph Hurrel, George Gibson,     
   Elizabeth Giles, Henry Gibson, Indica Thomson, Reese Dixon and Abby  
   Newcombe. 

 

NCEA Level II  ð  E Endorsed ð Pooja Jinu, Annie Molloy and Jessie Bichan. 

   

  M Endorsed ð Katelyn Lindsay, Natalie Briggs, Lydia Benner, Lorissel   
 Penna, Emma Roberts, Samuel Wallis, Michael Cassidy and Janae        
 Fitzgerald. 

 

NCEA Level III ð  E Endorsed ð Natasha Hurrel, Georgina Anderson Brooks and Emily  
   Crawley. 

   

  M Endorsed ð Meinard Canay, Danielle Lewis and Kara Sharp. 

 

We will include student individual subject endorsements in our next newsletter.  

2017 NCEA Course  Endorsments  

2018 Marist Leaders Forum 

On Thursday 22nd February our student leadership team consisting of Annie Molloy, Sam Wallis, Michael      
Cassidy and Jessie Bichan travelled to Christchurch to attend the Marist Student Leaders Forum. Our students 
had a great time forming relationships with leaders from other Marist Brothers Schools.  (Full article to follow in 
our next newsletter). 
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School meets at Flag Pole for Waitangi Day Prayer 

 

Meet the new Staff of John Paul II  

 

 

Year 9 Biotech (With Mrs Webster)  

The Year 9 Biotech class, as part of their milk research, tasted a range of different cheeses.  They all 
loved this activity especially the cooked Haloumi.  Students present were Hamish Kelleher, Cameron 
Beaumont, Josh Milligan, Maya Briggs, Riley Fairhall, Cameron Hogue, Rebecca Mann and Jasmine 
Paneda.  

From L to R: Mr Jeff Franklin (HOD 

Social Sciences), Mrs Anne Winter, 

(Sports Coordinator), Miss Jeanne 

Gagnon (Mathematics), Mrs Jamily 

Anderson (Bursar), Miss Holly       

Lindsay (Physics). 
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HOMEWORK CLUB 
WEDNESDAYS   

3.15-4.15PM 

In the Library                                            
Afternoon Tea Provided 

Teachers and computers are available to   
assist students with study, projects and   

general homework. 

All students are welcome. 

West Coast Gillette Cup  - John Paul II Cricket Team, 2018 

On Friday the 9th February, 
a group of year 10-11 boys 
walked to Arthur Fong park 
to compete in the Gillette 
Cup  Cricket Secondary 
Schools Tournament. They 
played against Grey High 
and Buller High. Buller High 
were eventual winners of the 
tournament.  Our team was 
L to R:  Mahuenoa Hislop, 
Tom Grosser, Leo Smith, Leo  
W h i t c o mb e ,  H a r r i s o n      
Watson , Cullen Blanchfield, 
Zeb Thompson, Callum    
Donaldson, Jonathan Watts, 
Harrison Calder, Cameron 
Dodds & Mikey Wallace. 

CSC Netball Club̚ helpers wanted! 

Committee Members, Coaches, Managers, all required please.  Please contact Diane on 768 4166 if you can help. 

A reminder about the correct school uniform as        
outlined in the JPII Prospectus, & personal  

grooming. Please note: no body piercing is      
allowed other than one stud in each ear. Year 12

-13 Boys shirts must be tucked in and socks 
pulled up. All girls are to have their hair tied 

back and socks pulled up. Only John Paul II 
logoed jackets & raincoats are permitted.       
Reminder that socks are available from the    

office, girls $5 per pair, boys $10 per pair.  
Please name all clothing clearly.  Thank you. 

Please refer to the JPII website:   
www.johnpaul.ac.nz 


