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Kia ora from the Principal 

                  KEY DATES TO  

           REMEMBER 

Feb 28 Early Finish 2pm  

Mar  1 Ash Wednesday 

Mar  2 TouchñHari Hari 

Mar   3 JPII Athletics 

Mar   7 Athletics PP 

Mar 10 Caritas Challenge 

Mar 14 WC Athletics 

 Science Roadshow 

 12 Bio Field Trip  

Mar 16  WC Athletics PP  

Mar 20 Early Finish 2pm 

Mar 21 12 Bio Field Trip 

PP 

Mar 22 WCSS Snr Rugby 

7õs 

Mar 23-2411EALT Ch Ch 

Mar 27 Jnr Interim Re-

ports 

Mar 28 11 Eng Court      

Theatre 

Mar 29 Leadership Ch Ch  

 WCSS  U15 7õs 

Apr  3-7 Non Interruption  

Week 

Our school year has started smoothly, having all of our students starting off 

over two days, Tuesday and Wednesday worked well. The NCEA results for 

2016 are still being finalised but initial results are very pleasing, in particular 

there has been an improvement in Merit and Excellence endorsements which 

has been a goal for us. 

You may have read in the Greymouth Star recently that there is the possibility 

for our school to purchase/have gifted the Civic Centre from the Grey District 

Council and we are at present working hard to make this a reality. We will keep 

you posted on this exciting initiative!  

Following on from my end of year speech at the awards ceremony last year we 

intend to step things up this year in terms of our relationships with students and 

their parents/caregivers. To this end we have introduced vertical forms and 

your childõs form teacher will be contacting you over the next few weeks to  

introduce themselves to you. It is very clear that when the pastoral care of     

students is well met in a school they will achieve to their potential in all areas of 

their schooling. We canõt do it all on our own at school, neither can they and 

nor can you. We wish to get along -side you and the students to support them 

in their schooling this year. We will be encouraging all of our students to get 

involved in extra-curricula activities such as sport, singing and drama. We will be 

discouraging students from taking on too much part time work or too much 

sport. We will be encouraging our students to attend mass and to find Christ in 

their lives. Our theme for the year is Whanaungatanga - a relationship through 

shared experiences and working together which provides people with a sense 

of belonging.    

We look forward to a busy term and all of our students will be setting their 

goals for the year. To our new students and families, welcome aboard. With the 

help of everyone weõre going to make this year even bigger and more success-

ful than last year! God bless! Nga mihi nui! 

 

JPII Art Student Dana Lambert ñgains NZ Success  

Recent John Paul II leaver Dana Lambert achieved Outstanding 
Scholarship for her Level Three Painting portfolio.  Out of the 2939 
people who entered painting, 3.1% or 93 people received       
Scholarship. Dana, with a score of 23 out of 24, was one of nine 
who achieved Outstanding Scholarship, putting her in the top 
0.0031% of students.  In order to achieve Scholarship, Dana had to 
complete eight A3 workbook pages that supported her portfolio and 
demonstrated a high level of critical thinking. The Outstanding 
Scholarship meant that she had an even higher level of             
sophistication, perception and insight as well. 
 
Dana wanted to showcase the West Coast Bush and combined her 
love of science and insects in a photo realistic painting style that 
also reflected her love of detail.  Dana said that even though she is 
not pursuing a career in art, painting will continue to be a passion. 
She is attending the University of Canterbury to study Software 
Engineering. 
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The year started with the sad news of the death of Teresa Thorp.  

For the past year, Teresa had battled ill health and had to move 

into Kowhai Manor.  Her focus was always the youth of the 

church and she prayed daily for our students.  Whenever we had 

mass, Teresa was present, showing prayerful concern for the 

students and supporting them in their efforts.  Over the years, 

Teresa sponsored several students through their journey of faith, 

from being Godmother for those being Baptised, to Sponsor for 

Confirmation. As a piano teacher, Teresa nurtured many of our 

students, passing on her love of music.  She delighted in the   

studentsõ success and celebrated with us the different special 

occasions.  She supported the staff and students through the 

losses of family, students and friends with her gentle smile and 

caring manner.  She is greatly missed. 

Staff began the year with a focus on the Feast of the Epiphany 

and Pope Francisõs message that challenged each one of us to be 

the ôStar in the Eastõ for our students, leading them to Christ. Our 

four new teachers were acknowledged and helped to             

understand John Paul IIõs Special Character. They spent time with 

Mrs Webster and with Ms OõRegan for induction into JPII. 

This year, we returned to the practice of Year 9 and 13 coming in 

for Day One activities which involved a series of mentoring    

activities, as well as other induction work.  The students found it 

very successful, being at school without the òusual busynessó of a 

whole school start.  It also gave the Year 9 the opportunity to 

prepare for their Powhiri.  

The theme for the whole school Opening Liturgy was ôLet Christ 

be our Compass.õ It focused on the many gifts we have and how 

we can use them to make the school, community and world a 

better place.  The Powhiri for the new staff and students began 

with Ms Singer calling them in and Ms Pringle leading the new 

members of our community into the body of the school.  Mr   

Renau replied in Maori, with an explanation of what he had said, 

in English, to Mr Stoneõs welcome to the school.     

The theme for this yearõs Special Character Pastoral Care Strategic 
Goal is Whanaungatanga.  (noun)  relationship, kinship, sense of 
family connection - a relationship through shared experiences 
and working together which provides people with a sense of 
belonging. It develops as a result of kinship rights and              
obligations, which also serve to strengthen each member of the 
kin group. It also extends to others to whom one develops a 
close familial, friendship or reciprocal relationship.  
Throughout the year, staff and students will address this goal in a 
range of areas, beginning with the establishment of Vertical 
Forms.  
 

We gathered as a school, in front of the flag, to pray for the    

intentions of Waitangi Day.  It has become a tradition for the 

school to do this, finishing the prayer with the singing of the  

National Anthem as a sign of solidarity for our multicultural    

nation. 

Alec Whitmore was originally appointed as the Deputy Head Boy 

for 2017.  However, he took the opportunity to leave school and 

begin an apprenticeship at the very end of last year.  The Senior 

Boys were given the opportunity to apply for the vacant position 

and Angus Wallace was appointed.   

Our Opening Mass, at St Patricks Church, saw the Student        

Executive restate their pledge of leadership and welcomed     

Angus as Deputy Head Boy.  The Badges for Mentors, House 

Leaders, and the NCEA Endorsement badges were blessed.  The 

four new teachers were commissioned and presented with    

pictures of the Three People of John Paul II High School. 

During the week of 13 -17 January, the Parishes of St Maryõs,  

Hokitika, and St Patrickõs, Greymouth held a Mission, run by the 

ICPE Mission from St Gerardõs Monastery, Wellington.  This is a 

multinational group of young people who spend the year    

working throughout New Zealand, evangelising to Parishes and 

schools.  We had 15 visitors, plus a baby, here working with our 

students in RE class time.  They also spent time in the yard talking 

and playing volleyball with our students.  

This year, we have 31, Year 9 students.  Their parents and       

caregivers were invited to spend time meeting one another, and 

talking with Staff.  The focus of the evening was, ôWhy did they 

send their child to John Paul II High School?õ and ôWhat          

expectations do they have of the school?õ  There were a variety of 

interesting discussions and a long list of reasons given:-  Some 

because of family history, others because of the values and faith 

development, others for the size of school, classes and family 

spirit.  Expectations given included:- education of the whole child, 

one to one teaching, developing values, encouraging striving for 

excellence. 

Staff joined other teachers of our local COL (Community of  

Learning, to meet and find areas of similarity as a focus for our 

Professional Learning this year. This was the first time for such a 

gathering and it was good to develop networking groups that 

will assist our school. 

Year 13 had their first mentoring session with their Year 9 group. 

They wanted to find out how the students had coped with the 

first couple of weeks and what could be done better to help 

them become part of the JPII community.  The Year 13 were 

pleasantly surprised at how happy their groups were and that 

they were settling in well.  There are three more sessions to    

follow this term.  

Father Peter came into to say Mass for Year 9.  It was the Feast of 

the Chair of St Peter.  Before Mass, Father Peter showed the   

students a picture of the Chair of St Peter, in the Vatican, and 

explained the different parts of the Chair.  This was the first of the 

Weekly Wednesday Masses.  Each class level will attend Mass 

throughout the year, helping them to understand the beauty of 

the Mass. 

The Staff of three schools gathered together for the Commission-

ing Mass, St Maryõs, St Patrickõs and JPII.  This mass was the       

initiative of the Catholic Education Office, who for many years, 

joined the Bishop in coming over to be present with the Coast 

Catholic School Teachers and Staff.  This year, they organised the 

theme for the Mass and Mrs Webster organised the schoolsõ  par-

ticipation.  The biggest challenge for this was trying to get all the 

schools to find a suitable common date for all to attend.  

This year marks the 200
th

 Anniversary of the establishment of the 

Marist Brothers in Lyons, France.  It is 125 years since the Brothers 

came to Greymouth to establish our schools.  To celebrate this, 

there is to be a Marist Reunion held on Westland Anniversary 

Weekend, 1 ð 3 December 2017.  The Reunion is for all those 

who attended St Joseph Marist High School (The Marist High 

School), Dean Carew Primary, Marist/St Maryõs, St Patrickõs       

Primary and John Paul II High School.  Jim Costello is the local 

contact for information.  There is a Facebook page which is   

starting to become a wonderful treasury of old photos, as well as 

ongoing information about the Reunion. Spread the word to any 

past students to come and have a very enjoyable weekend.   

The new Vertical Form structure of the school is starting to     

become familiar.  Students are meeting together each morning 

to share prayer and hear notices.  They gather together on Friday 

afternoon to team build, work on goal setting, learn study skills, 

have visiting speakers and develop Special Character aspects of 

their school lives.  

The start of the Restorative Justice training for staff took place on 

the Teacher Only Day.  This builds on the work the school has 

done on PB4L (Positve Behaviour for Learning) over the past 

three years.  The training will enhance the Special Character ð 

teaching the whole child ð so that students are encouraged to 

find positive ways of coping with tough aspects of life.  Further to 

this, staff attended a seminar of Greymouth Schools to hear    

Joseph Driessen speak about helping boys cope with life and 

strategies to help them achieve in class and in life. 

Spec ia l  Charac te r  Repor t  w i th  Mrs  Webster 
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JPII Drama Students getting into Charatcter 

 

Beginning of the year Masses  

A Commissioning mass was held on Thursday 23rd of   

February at St. Patrickõs Church for the West Coast Catholic 

schools. Staff from St Maryõs in Hokitika,  joined St Patrickõs 

and John Paul II staff for the combined service. 

An opening mass was held for all staff and students on 

Thursday the 9
th

 of February during period five to celebrate 

the new school year and welcome the new members of our 

John Paul II school family.  We have 31 new students to the 

school and 4 new staff. 

A group of our Drama students attended the Rotary Sunday 

Street Fare.  They were dressed in a variety of costumes and  

performed an impromptu mime.  It was good to see them      

entertaining the large crowd. Thanks to Mrs Smith who           

instigated this activity. 

Lecturer Nathan Wallis spoke to the whole school about the de-

velopment of the teenage brain and the effect of marijuana and 

alcohol on the brain.  As a research scientist, Nathan was able to 

explain that the human brain doesnõt mature until the late 20õs - 

early 30õs and that if alcohol or marijuana was introduced into 

the brain before 18 there is evidence that it does damage to 

brain development. With our binge drinking society, our young 

people are doing major damage to their brains and reducing the 

capacity for retaining concepts and processing ideas.  This 

presentation reinforces the work students do in Year 9-11 Health 

PE classes.  Nathan also pointed out that schools like ours, which 

address the whole person, produce well -rounded thinking     

people who relate socially, as well as academically, to the world 

around them. There are really good video resources on YouTube 

with more information for parents and students.  

Throughout the middle week of February, the Senior Leadersõ 

Executive were busy filming for their 8-minute presentation on 

John Paul II High School for the Marist Leaders Forum.  This year 

it was held at Blue Skies in Kaiapoi, rather than at Hato Petera in 

Auckland. Our students flew to Christchurch and joined 38 other 

student leaders from Marist Schools for four days, where they 

learned about Marcellin Champagnat, Marist Spirituality and 

gained more leadership skills. They were also challenged to make 

Marist to Marist connections with our neighbouring Pacific Marist 

schools. Mrs Webster joined them for three days, helping to   

facilitate a number of sessions.  

Congratulations cards have been sent to the Year 13 students 

who gained Merit and Excellent Endorsements, in NCEA. Cards 

were also sent to students who excelled at their chosen Sports or 

for representing the West Coast. These activities included the 

Mahar Cup, Junior Tennis Championships, Equestrian, and Gold 

Trail Mountain Biking. A number of sympathy cards were sent 

this month.   A card was sent to Brother Doug Darwick, who was 

presented with a Papal Medal for his work with youth in the  

Wellington Diocese. A thank you card went from the school to 

the ICPE Mission Team.  

Special Character Report Contéé.   with Mrs Webster 



2016 Year 11  Level 1  Endorsements: 

                           Course    Subject 

 Tomasi, Lucas     (M Art) 

 Penna, Lorissel   M  (E Spanish, M Maths, Religious Ed, Science) 

 Beynon, Jayme     (M Art) 

 Cassidy, Michael   M  (M English, Maths, Science, Social Studies) 

 Wallis, Sam   M  (M Maths, Religious Ed) 

 Roberts, Emma   M  (M Religious Ed) 

 Elliott, Charlotte   M  (M Art, Maths, Religious Ed) 

 Devlin, Joseph      (M Religious Ed) 

 Lindsay, Katelyn   M  (M English, Maths, Social Studies) 

 Fitzgerald, Janae   M   (M English, Maths, Science) 

 Bichan, Jessie   E  (E Religious Ed, M English, Maths, Physical Ed, Science) 

 Bertrand, Joseph    M  (M Maths, Science) 

 Wright-Watson, Amber  M  (M Religious Ed, Social Studies) 

 Benner, Lydia   M  (M English, Religious Ed) 

 Molloy, Annie   E  (E Accounting, Maths, Religious Ed, Science, M Economics,      
       English) 

 Jinu, Pooja   M  (E Religious Ed, M Maths, Science) 

 Briggs, Natalie   M  (M Religious Ed, Social Studies) 

 Rooney, William     (M Maths) 

 Sollitt, Daniella     (M Art) 

 McNish, Daniel     (M Physical Ed, Science) 

 Milne, Mikayla   M  (M Religious Ed, Science) 

 

2016 Year 12  Level 2  Endorsements: 

                                                                  Course  Subject      

 Anderson Brooks, Georgina E  (M English, History, Biology, Religious Ed) 

 Crawley, Emily   E  (E Art, Religious Ed, M Biology, English, Maths) 

 Hurrel, Natasha   M  (M Religious Ed, English, Chemistry, Biology) 

 Baird-Bothwell, Caitlin    (M Art) 

 Grantley, Richard   M  (M Maths) 

 Lewis, Danielle   M  (M Art) 

 Foote, Hayden   M  (M Maths) 

 Canay, Meinard      (M Art) 

 Haslam, Brooke     (M Art) 

 Sharp, Kara    M   

 Wickes, Shaquell     (M Religious Ed) 

  

2016 Year 13  Level 3  Endorsements: 

                     Course  Subject 

 Lambert, Dana   E  (E Maths with Stats, Religious Ed, Painting, Computing                  
       M Physics, Maths with Calc) + Outstanding Scholarship 

 Waihi, Jaron   M  (M Maths with Stats, Religious Ed) 

 Elliott, Alisha   E  (E Maths with Stats, M English, Maths with Calc) 

 Sims, Tineka     (M Photography) 

 Kilpatrick, Rosalyn    (M Photography) 

 Whitcombe, Hazel  M  (E Maths with Stats M Biology, Chemistry, Maths with Calc) 

 McCauley, Blaire     (M Printmaking) 

 Wright-Watson, Courtney  M  (M Biology, Maths with Stats) 

 

  Key:  Course Endorsed       E = Excellence     M =   Merit      

    Subject Endorsed       E = Excellence     M =   Merit     

2016 JPII NCEA ResultsðCongratulations to the following Students: 



F E B R U A R Y  IS S U E PA G E 4  

John Paul II Students at Russell McVeagh DebatingðNelson 

 

West Coast Gillette Cup  - John Paul II Cricket Team, 2017 

For the Gillette Cup  Cricket this year, we played against Buller High School.  Unfortunately we were outclassed 
by a sharp Buller team. 

On 25
th

 February two John Paul II High School debating teams travelled to Nelson for the annual Russell 

McVeagh: Kahurangi-Marborough Regional Debating Championship, which was held at Nelson Girlsõ 

College. The Junior team included: Shanae Rennie, Catarina McDonnell and Leo Whitcombe. 

The senior team included: Emily Crawley, Annie Molloy and Cameron Bergin. 

Each team had to debate 4 moots: 

This house as a high school student would choose not to use social media. 

This house believes only government-owned enterprises should be allowed to extract natural         

resources, e.g. oil and  minerals. 

This house would pay parents to care for their children. 

This house would not consume art created by people who have committed deeply immoral acts. 

The junior team won its first debate against a junior team from Nayland College, but lost its other debates 

against senior teams. Despite the obvious disadvantage for our juniors, Shanae Rennie was named Best 

Speaker in two of her debates. The junior team members all improved their skills over the course of the 

day and fought valiantly for their team and our school.  

The senior team did amazingly well, winning three of its four debates. Emily Crawley was named as Best 

Speaker in several debates and has been encouraged to progress with the art of debating as she is a clear 

talent.  

It was a long weekend when we factor in a 4 hour trip there and the back with a 10 hour day of          

debating. The students of course were totally delightful to take away, as they always are. 

Jackie Williams and Jennie McMillan (Debating Coaches) 
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    Jason Renau 

     John Adams 

    Kevin Mulcahy 

   Kirsty Morgan 

Tena koutou katoa. My name is Jason Renau. I was born in Taranaki but spent a 
lot of time in Greymouth when I was growing up as my mother was born here. 
Most recently I have been living in Auckland and teaching at a large Catholic high 
school. I teach RE at John Paul, but in the past have also taught Japanese, Maori 
and ESOL. I am very happy to have moved to Greymouth and feel that I have 
been warmly welcomed to John Paul II High School. I look forward to meeting 
more of our parents and Parish community.  

I initially started teaching at Buller High School followed by a period at Tararua 
College and then retired after spending 30 years at Palmerston North Boys High 
School. At PNBHS I served in a variety of roles that included Year 10 Dean, 
HOD Physics, HOD Science and finally Head of Student Support & Counsellor. 
 
After retiring from PNBHS we moved South to be closer to family and grand-   
children. I am pleased to be contributing to the special character of a Catholic 
school after spending many years in state schools. 

I was born and raised in Canterbury where I attended University and Teachers 
College. I have previously been teaching in the North Island for a number of 
years. I am happy to be the new HOD of Mathematics at JPII, and look forward to 
working with students, staff and parents. 

My name is Kirsty Morgan and I was born and raised in Wales. I have been   
teaching Science, particularly Biology and Physics, in a large state secondary 
School in Wales for the last five years. I have been in Greymouth for 6 weeks and I 
am very excited to be on the West Coast. I feel very warmly welcomed by John 
Paul II and the local community and am looking forward to working together as a 
school and a community.  
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HOMEWORK CLUB 
WEDNESDAYS   

3.15-4.15PM 

In the Library                                            
Afternoon Tea Provided 

Teachers and computers are available to   
assist students with study, projects and   

general homework. 

All students are welcome. 

�µThank you�¶��to Westland Milk ProductsðHokitika 

Westland Milk Products have kindly donated $600 from their Sponsorship Programme to John Paul II High School 
to use towards new Science Microscopes.  Thank you Westland Milk Products for your continued generous      
support of our school. 

Greymouth Hockey Club Inc. 

Our club will hold a registration/opening day at the           

Westurf Stadium on Wednesday, March 1st.  

Primary and Collegiate players 5pm-6pm. 

Premier Men and Women 6pm-7pm. 

A BBQ will follow each session. 

New players most welcome 

Inquiries, please phone 7686745 - 7684731 and leave a   

message. 

�$�� �U�H�P�L�Q�G�H�U�� �D�E�R�X�W�� �W�K�H�� �F�R�U�U�H�F�W�� �V�F�K�R�R�O�� �X�Q�L�I�R�U�P �D�V����������������
�R�X�W�O�L�Q�H�G�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �-�3�,�,�� �3�U�R�V�S�H�F�W�X�V���� �	�� �S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O����
�J�U�R�R�P�L�Q�J�����3�O�H�D�V�H���Q�R�W�H���Q�R���E�R�G�\���S�L�H�U�F�L�Q�J���L�V���D�O�O�R�Z�H�G��
�R�W�K�H�U�� �W�K�D�Q�� �R�Q�H�� �V�H�W�� �R�I�� �V�W�X�G�V�� �L�Q�� �H�D�U�V���� �6�R�F�N�V�� �D�U�H����
�D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H�� �I�U�R�P�� �W�K�H�� �R�I�I�L�F�H�� �J�L�U�O�V�� ������ �S�H�U�� �S�D�L�U���� �E�R�\�V��
���������S�H�U���S�D�L�U�������3�O�H�D�V�H���Q�D�P�H���D�O�O���F�O�R�W�K�L�Q�J���F�O�H�D�U�O�\������ 

Please refer to the JPII website:   
www.johnpaul.ac.nz 


